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Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGUI 02080 281519Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

066066 281615Z/43 

R 281025Z SEV 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9295 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGUI 2080 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, CT 

SUBJECT: BOKASSA CORONATION 

1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR PICQUETCHAS TOLD ME IN STRINT CONFIDENCE OF 
CURRENT FRENCH EFFORTS TO PERSUADE BOKASSA TO MODIFY PLANS FOR 
J 

HIS CORONATION. ACCORDING TO PICQUET, PRESIDENT GISCARD, THROUGH 
HIS AFRICAN ADVISOR JOURNIAC, HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
IVORIAN PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET WITH THE IDEA THAT THE CORONATION 
SHOULD BE MADE INTO A STRICTLY CENTRAL AFRICAN AFFAIR WITHOUT 
FOREIGN PARTICIPATION. 

2. HOUPHOUET REPORTEDLY HAS ALREADY CONTACTED BOKASSA 
POINTING OUT THAT NAPOLEAN'S CORONATION WAS STRICTLY FRENCH, 
WITH ONLY THE POPE THERE AS AN OUTSIDER. BOKASSA COULD DO THE 
SAME SINCE A PAPAL REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE COMING TO PRESIDE 
OVER HIS CORONATION MASS. HOUPHOUET HAS AGREED THAT THE IDEA 
OF AN EMPIRE IS AUTHENTICALLY AFRICAN (UNLIKE REPUBLICS WHICH 
HAVE BEEN IMPORTED FROM EUROPE). BOKASSA SHOULD 
CAPITALIZE ON THIS FACT BY MAKING THE CORONATION A 

LOCAL SHOW. THIS WOULD ALSO AVOID POSSIBLE 

PROBLEMS ABOUT THE LEVEL OF OUTSIDE ATTENDANCE. HOUPHOUET 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANGUI 02080 281519Z 

HAS PROMISED TO PAY AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO BANGUI 
IN THE NEW YEAR IF BOKASSA GOES ALONG WITH THIS IDEA. 

AS YET BOKASSA HAS NOT MADE ANY RESPONSE. 

3. COMMENT: THE FRENCH PLAN IS AN INGENIOUS WAY OUT 

OF THE CURRENT DIFFICULTIES OVER ATTENDANCE. GIVEN THE 
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FACT THAT MANY INVITATIONS HAVE ALREADY GONE OUT, 

IT MAY NOT BE EASY FOR BOKASSA TO MODIFY HIS PLANS EVEN 
IF HE IS FAVORABLY INCLINED TO HOUPHOUETS PROPOSAL. 

WE ARE THEREFORE SCEPTICAL THAT THE FRENCH SCHEME WILL SUCCEED. 
QUAINTON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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